
Expression of Interest : Stanton Drew Play Area

CAT Expression of Interest   
March 2025

Stanton Drew Play Area C.A.T. Application - STAGE 2 
This document is an expression of interest from Stanton Drew Parish Council regarding a Community 
Asset Transfer of the Stanton Drew Parish Play Area from Bath and North East Somerset Council to 
Stanton Drew Parish Council.  
This document is for Stage 2 of the application process as detailed in Bath and North east Somersets 
Community Asset Transfer Policy, March 2020. 

This is an updated version of the initial expression of interest made in November 2019.  

1.0 Background 

Stanton Drew Civil Parish is located approximately 9 miles south of Bristol, 10 miles west of Bath, and 
2 miles east of Chew Magna, on the southern side of the River Chew. It is set in gently sloping and 
undulating countryside. The village was listed in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Stantone, meaning, 
'the stone enclosure with an oak tree', and it is most famous as the setting for the third largest 
collection of prehistoric standing stones in England. 
Today, the area of the Civil Parish can be understood as divisions of several areas, including “Upper 
Stanton”, “Stanton Wick”, “Bromley”, “Sandy Lane”, “Lower Stanton”, and Tarnwell. The Play Area is 
located in the most densely populated part of the Parish. It is part of the land included in the building 
of The Crescent, The Drive, and Highfields, built at various times post WWII.  
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The play area is to the west of Stanton Drew, near to the part of the Parish with the highest residential 
density. The field area is broadly triangular in shape with an area for parking at the top and a PROW 
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running through it on the west side. Over the years the Parish Council have installed a number of 
pieces of play equipment around the edge, leaving the central area with goal posts for ball games. 

2.0 Why the asset is required by Stanton drew Parish Council 

Currently Stanton Drew Parish Council pays Bath and North East Somerset Council an annual lease 
for the Play Area, under a “tenancy at will” which was granted in 2003 at a rent of £250pa; the tenancy 
can be terminated at any time.  

In return, Bath and North East Somerset Council empty the bin at the entrance to the Play Area; 
beyond that they do no other maintenance.  

Stanton Drew Parish Council pay for all maintenance of the site, including monthly grass mowing and 
trimming from March to November, hedge trimming, fence maintenance, tree maintenance, signage, 
as well as upkeep of the play equipment which includes maintenance, quarterly inspections, and 
insurance.  

Currently much of the play equipment requires replacement. Stanton Drew Parish Council has looked 
at the possibility of obtaining grants towards new equipment and without a better security regarding 
the tenure it is impossible to get grants. The most recent enhancement to the play equipment was in 
early 2019, that piece is also now starting to deteriorate.  

The Parish Council would like long term security of tenure to enable it to properly upgrade the 
equipment. It has some funds set aside and would like to use that to seek match funding from local 
Charities. Initial enquiries indicate that the local trusts are reluctant to support an application for 
equipment that is to be sited on an area that does not have a long term security of tenure. Under the 
current lease situation, there is no guarantee that any enhancements made to the area will be 
available to residents in a years time, let alone in perpetuity. 

While waiting for an outcome regarding the CAT the equipment has continued to deteriorate. The 
Parish Council are continually repairing wood, however soon some items will be beyond repair and 
need complete removal. Appendix A is attached to demonstrate how poor the state of the equipment 
now is. We would welcome you to visit the site. 

3. Aims and Objectives  

Stanton Drew Parish Council would like to replace and enhance the recreation facilities at the Play 
Area to include equipment for young people/adults, in the interest of community health and well being 
especially with the current focus on trying to help young people get out and exercise more (as a rural 
community it really is the only nearby option for without the need for transport).  

Good equipment is expensive, thus the Parish Council would seek multi-source funding, via grants, to 
help fund an enhancement. The Parish is in an area that is blessed by the existence of two supportive 
and active Community Funds. 

The aim would be to use some PC money that has been set aside for Play Area enhancements and to 
seek match funding from these local community charities. Then to also seek additional funding from 
nationally available grants.  

In order to properly enhance the Play area the Parish Council seek long term security over the 
site either via full asset transfer or a long term lease.  
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3.1 Alternatives 

In reaching that decision to apply for a CAT the Parish Council considered a number of 
options. 
a) Save money and cease the lease of the Play Area site from Banes.  

Community Gain : -ve  
Cost to Parishioners : +ve 

b) Keep the status quo with the current lease, continue with maintenance of current 
equipment, remove as it becomes too dangerous, only replace with low value assets.  

Community Gain : =/- 
Cost to Parishioners : = 

c) Seek an asset transfer to Stanton Drew Parish Council and then look at enhancing the 
site with considerable investment, to include facilities for young people and adults.  

Community Gain : +ve  
Cost to Parishioners : +/= 

d) Seek funding and use the reserved funds to purchase/long termlease an alternative plot, 
perhaps more centrally located, and through the planning process provide a new family 
‘recreation’ area.  

Community Gain : ++ve  
Cost to Parishioners : +ve 

(cost potentially high and likelihood low due to green belt)  

The preferred option is option (c), it has the potential to enhance the recreation facilities of the 
parish for less cost than (d) and leaves the Parish Council in a position to manage the ongoing 
costs. 

4.0 Who are the beneficiaries? 

The main beneficiaries of a CAT will be parishioners, whether it is by enhancing their facilities, or 
ensuring better use of their precept. 

5.0 The support from the community and partners 

Stanton Drew Parish Council already looks after the area. With secure tenure funding to help with 
major enhancement would be supported by local community trusts and many will help with “free” time. 
(This could then be match funded, e.g., funding sought via national schemes). 

6.0 Demonstrate effective management and governance arrangements 

At this stage it is assumed that the fact that Stanton Drew Parish Council have been managing the 
play area for years, and that it is in a good state of repair, is a sufficient demonstration of the 
above. The Parish Council is a recognised form of governance. The Parish council has a reserved 
fund of approximately £10,000 for Play Area equipment, and applications for additional grants could 
be started immediately. 

7.0 Conclusion 

Stanton Drew Parish Council are making an expression of interest regarding a Community Asset 
Transfer of the Stanton Drew Parish Play Area from Bath and North East Somerset Council to Stanton 
Drew Parish Council to enable them to further enhance the recreation facilities in the Play Area. 
Sensible enhancement of the area requires significant funding and without security of tenure it is 
impossible to get grants towards the costs. 
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Appendix A 
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Tunnels with slide at the back, photo from 2019….

Extracts from GB Sport and Leisure Inspection January 2025, note the sand pit is 
now grassed over for safely reasons.
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Extracts from GB Sport and Leisure Inspection January 2025.

Slide Climber with Swing to the left and Beams to the right, photos from 2019
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Goal Posts, photo from September 2019

Extracts from GB Sport and Leisure Inspection January 2025.


